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W88-0111.30.  Tanis, Edward H. (1900-1970).                          




 Hope College class of 1922; Minister of the RCA.  This 
collection contains school records of Edward H. Tanis and Agnes 
Peters, including a Dutch language grammar book used at Hope 
College; correspondence with his parents, family, service people, and 
missionaries; sermon outlines and topics; poetry, some written by 
Tanis; bulletins of churches he served and churches where he was a guest speaker; a book, 
Behind the Opened Hedge, written by Tanis; and articles written by Tanis. 
 
Accession No:  W88-0111.3 
Provenance:  Edward H. Tanis 
Donor:   Edward H. Tanis 
Photographs:  24 images (4 negatives) (Box 4, Oversized) 




 Edward H. Tanis was born August 1, 1900, near Zeeland, Michigan.  He graduated from 
Zeeland High School in 1917, attended Hope College, graduating with a B.A.degree in 1922.  He 
entered Western Theological Seminary, earned his Bachelor of Divinity degree in 1925 and was 
ordained and installed as pastor of Bethel Reformed Church of Holland, Michigan.  Also, in 
1925, he married Agnes Peters.  Edward and Agnes had four children: Paul, Marilyn, Elliot and 
Wayne. 
 Tanis served the following churches: Bethel Reformed Church, 1925-1930; Immanuel 
Reformed Church of Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1930-1937; First Reformed Church of Waupun, 
Wisconsin, 1937-1944; Bethany Reformed Church of Kalamazoo, Michigan, 1944-1947; Second 
Reformed Church of Pella, Iowa, 1947-1955; and Faith Reformed Church of Zeeland, Michigan, 
1955-1961.  From 1961 until his retirement in 1965, Tanis served as the Western Field Secretary 
for the Board of World Missions.  He had also served on the Board of Trustees for both Central 
College of Iowa and Hope College and also on the Executive Committee for the Board of 
Domestic Missions. 
 Edward H. Tanis died on August 8, 1970, in Holland, Michigan.  Agnes Tanis preceded 
him in death in November 1965, at 65 years of age. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The collection contains school records of Edward H. Tanis and Agnes Peters; 
correspondence with his parents, family, service people, and missionaries; sermon outlines and 
topics; poetry, some written by Tanis; bulletins of churches he served and churches where he was 
a guest speaker; a book, Behind the Opened Hedge, written by Tanis; and articles written by Rev. 
Tanis. 
 








 Addresses given by Edward H. Tanis, 1927-1952 (scattered) 
 Annual Mission Fest, 1949, 1953 
 Arabian Missions, n.d., 1945 
 Articles 
  Baptism, n.d. 
  by E. H. Tanis, n.d.,1920-1956 (scattered) 
  Colleges and Seminaries, n.d., 1937-1943 
  Conscience, 1946, 1952, 1958 
  Conversion, 1930 
  Covenant, n.d. 
  Creeds, 1929 
  Crime, n.d., 1924-1949 (scattered) 
  Cross, n.d., 1925-1957 
  Cults, 1960 
  Deacon, Elder, Minister, n.d., 1932, 1933 
  Decision, n.d. 
  Devotions, n.d., 1933 
  Dispensationalism, n.d., 1930 
  Doubt, 1960 
  Easter and Good Friday, n.d., 1956-1964 
  Education, n.d., 1926-1963 
  Evangelism,n.d., 1945, 1946-1967 (2 folders) (scattered) 
  Evolution, n.d. 
  Fathers and Sons, n.d., 1930-1960 (scattered) 
  Federal Council of Churches, n.d. 
  Flag, n.d. 
  Forgiveness, n.d. 
  Fox, George, 1929 
  Funerals, n.d. 
  Gambling, 1942-1959 
  Gethsemane, n.d. 
  God, n.d., 1931, 1946, 1949 
  Golden Rule, n.d. 
  Gospel Team, n.d., 1922 
  Grace, n.d. 
  Gratitude, n.d., 1920, 1931, 1956 
  Miscellaneous, n.d. 
  Young People’s Meetings, n.d. 
  Youth Fellowship, n.d., 1947, 1960 
 Bahrain, n.d. 
 Behind the Opened Hedge, by Edward H. Tanis, 1941 
  Contract, February 10, 1941 




  Correspondence, Zondervan Publishing House, 1941-1945 
  Miscellaneous, n.d., 1941 
  Reviews, n.d. 
  Royalty Statements, 1942, 1943 
 Bethany Reformed Church, 1931-1944 (scattered) 
 Bethel Reformed Church, n.d., 1924, 1928-1930, 1936, 1966, 1968-1970 
  Bulletins, 1970 
 Bible Class Lessons and Test Results, n.d. 
 Birth and Baptismal Dates, Tanis Children, 1927-1940 
 Brochures, n.d. 
  El Dorado Park Community Church, 1958 
  Marble Collegiate Church, Norman V. Peale, 1950-1052 
 Bulletins and Programs, 1955-1959 
  Faith Reformed Church, October 31, November 28, 1954, 1955-1961 (7 folders) 
  Miscellaneous, 1970 
 California Classis, Reports, 1965 
 Calls, 1924-1961 
 Camp Geneva, n.d. 




 Central College, n.d., 1949-1966 
 Certificate, Credentials of Ordination, 1938, 1940 
 Children’s Sermons, by E. H. Tanis, n.d., 1925-1949 (scattered) 
 Children’s Sermons, Illustrations, n.d. 
 Christian Endeavor, n.d., 1938-1951 
 Christian Ethics, n.d. 
 Christian Personality and Worship, n.d. 
 Christian Workers Conference, August 7-11, 1944 
 Christmas Material, n.d., 1920-1966 (scattered) 
 Christmas Pageant, prepared for Rochester Reformed Church by Paul H. Tanis, 1961 
 Church History, n.d. 
 Church Union, Pro and Con, n.d., 1929-1968 (scattered) 
 Churches, n.d. 
 Classis of Zeeland, Minutes, 1957, 1960 
  Rules of Order, 1966 
 Classis Report, 1969 
 Commencement Program, Zeeland High School, 1917 
 Commission on United Approach, 1951 
 Companions of Jesus, by E. H. Tanis, The Intelligencer –Leader, May 30, 1941 
 Constitutions, n.d., 1926-1958 
 Convocation Address at Hope College, September 20, 1944 
 Correspondence, n.d., 1927-1970 (3 folders) 
  by E. H. Tanis, 1927-1966 
  Christmas Letters from E. H. Tanis family, n.d., 1941-1969 




  Father and Mother, 1922-1924 
  From Albert H. Van Dyke, 1967 
  From Marilyn Tanis Franken, 1955-1966 
  From Missionaries, 1925, 1958-1960 
  From Paul Tanis family, 1954-1967 
  Japan, n.d., 1926-1964 (scattered) 
  Kentucky, n.d., 1926-1943 
  Service People, 1942-1946 
  To Mrs. Tanis, 1930-1944 
  With John Ter Borg, 1932-1934 
 Death and Accidents, n.d., 1927-1947 (scattered) 
 Deaths, 1932-1968 
 Diploma, Western Theological Seminary, 1925 
 Directories, n.d., 1931-1948 
 The Doctrine of God’s Decree, n.d. 
 Drama, “Is God Like That?” n.d. 
 Early American Churches, Reading Circle, March 12, 1954 
 Emersonian Society, 1920-1938 
 Essay, Martin Luther,  Why am I Reformed, or Why are We Protestants ? n.d.  
 Essays by E. H. Tanis, n.d., 1913-1919 




 Faith Reformed Church, Zeeland, Michigan, 1954-1963 
 Fennville Reformed Church, Fennville, Michigan, 1968, 1969 
 Financial Records, n.d., 1956, 1958 
 First Reformed Church, Waupun, Wisconsin, 1941, 1944 
 Franken, Darrell, n.d., 1959 
 Fundamental Christian Doctrines, n.d. 
 Funeral Message, 1935 
 Greeting and Prayer given for First Church Dedication, September 27 and 28, 1954 
 Heidelberg Catechism, A Study, n.d. 
 Holland Ministers’ Social Circle–RCA Membership List, 1969-1970 
 Hope College textbook, Grammatica-Cursus, 1903 
 How We Got Our Bible, by E. H. Tanis, n.d. 
 Humor, n.d., 1929-1933 
 The Ideal Home, a Play, n.d. 
 Immanuel Reformed Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1931-1937, 1947 
  Installation, Edward H. Tanis, April 21, 1944 
  Services, 1958-1970 
  Services, Girl’s League; Guild; Sunday School, n.d. 
 Intelligencer-Leader, Meditations by E. H. Tanis, May 8 and October 30, 1935 (includes  
  poetry) 
 International Journal of Religious Education, 35th Anniversary, 1959 
 Introduction to Systematic Theology, n.d.  




 Invoice, House of Amsterdam, 1966 
 Iowa Falls Youth Conference, Program and Correspondence, 1950, 1953 
 Japan, Programs, n.d., 1956 
 Ladies Mission Society 
  Programs, n.d., 1937, 1951 
  Study Outlines, n.d. 
 The Leader, Vol. XXII, No. 29, April 17, 1929 
  Miscellaneous Articles, n.d., 1929, 1930 (alphabetical order by subject) 
 Ledger, 1922, 1923, 1962 
 Lenten Devotionals, Radio Presentations, WKZO, Kalamazoo, February 19-22, 1945 
 Lesson Outlines, n.d. 
 Lessons, I and II Kings, 1951, 1952 
 The Lost Chord, read before Adelphic Society, March 1923 
 Lovers Always, May 30, 1925 (contains Certificate of Marriage) 
 Maps and Travel Brochures, n.d., 1950-1965 (scattered) 
 Marriages, 1938-1954 (scattered) 
 Mechanical Drawing, by P. Tanis, 1941 
 Medicare, 1969, 1970 
 Memorial Service for Rev. Tanis, Bethany Reformed Church, 2005 
  Bob Pikkaart, January 25, 1945 
  Jerold Hull, April 2, 1944 
 Memorials, 1943-1945 
 Miscellaneous, n.d. 
 Mission Study, American Indians, n.d. 
 Missionary Commissioning Service, 1962-1965 
 Missionary Letters; The Prayer Letter; Today in the RCA; Bio Sheets; Ethio-Echo, 1969 
 Missions, Africa, n.d., 1948, 1950 
 Miscellaneous, n.d., 1958 
 National Youth Conference, Camp Geneva, (1st and 2nd), 1950, 1951 
 New Member Booklets, n.d. 
 Newspaper Articles, n.d. 
 Office for the Reception into Full Communion of Those Who Have Been Baptized in  
    Infancy, n.d.  
 Old Testament  History, n.d. 
 The Open Door, A Christmas Pageant, 1935, 1936 
 Paper, The Undenominational Movement, November 14, 1932 
 Papers, n.d., 1970 
  by E. H. Tanis, n.d. 




 Pastor’s Register, 1944-1961 (3 bound volumes) 
 The Peddler’s Arm and the Yard Stick, Commencement Address given in Third Church,  
  May 13, 1925 
 The Philosophy of Mormonism, by E. H. Tanis, 1924 





  Bethel Reformed Church of Holland Members, n.d. (1 image) 
  Bethel Reformed Church of Holland Parsonage, n.d. (2 images) 
  Individual, Rev. and Mrs. Agnes Tanis, n.d. (1 image) 
  Church, Faith Reformed Church, Zeeland, Michigan, n.d. (7 images, 3 negatives) 
  Immanuel Reformed Church and Parsonage, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1933, 1934 
   (5 images) 
  Peters Union, 1936 (1 image) (See Oversized) 
  Unidentified, n.d. (5 images, 1 negative) 
  Van Raalte Avenue Church Reformed Church, 1925 (2 images) 
 The Pier, by the De Prees, n.d. 
 The Place of the Elder in the Church and His Task, n.d. 
 Poetry, n.d., 1936 
  by E. H. Tanis, n.d., 1932-1967 
  by Mrs. Albert Mulder, n.d. 
  by Mrs. Tena Bartels, 1968 
  by Paul Tanis, n.d. 
  Dutch language, n.d. 
   A New Heart, by H. Nyhuis, translated by E. H. Tanis, n.d. 
  “Snow-bound,” by John Greenleaf Whittier, a study to be used for eighth grade  
   examination, 1913 
 Prayer Meeting Studies 
  Book of John, 1931-1932 
  Topics, n.d., 1926-1930 
 Prayers, n.d., 1961, 1967, 1968 
 Premillenialism, n.d. 
 Principles of Teaching, n.d. 
 Program, Newspaper notices, addresses by E. H. Tanis, 1949 
 Programs, n.d., 1939, 1940, 1948, 1970 (2 folders) 
  Dutch, n.d. 
 Prohibition, n.d., 1926-1933 
 Prophetic History, n.d. 
 Prophets, Study Outline, n.d.  
 Prose, by E. H. Tanis, n.d. 
 Questions and Answers Concerning the Christian Faith, n.d. 
  For Middle Class Examination, n.d. 
 Records, Car and Home Purchases, n.d., 1968, 1969 
 Reformed Church, n.d. 
 Regulations, by Grandpa, n.d. 
 Report Cards 
  Agnes Peters, 1910-1916 
  Edward H. Tanis, 1914-1922 
 Report, Unified Catechetical Studies Committee, of the Particular Synod of Chicago, n.d. 
 Research Material, n.d., 1923, 1951, 1952 
 Sabbath, n.d., 1937 
 Second Coming, n.d. 




 Second Reformed Church, Pella, Iowa, 1947, 1953-1955 
 Secret Societies, 1933 
 Senior Class, English Bible, 1927-1928 
 Sermon Notes, Miscellaneous, n.d. 




 Sermon Outlines (cont.) 
  I Samuel to Revelations, 1924-1960 (48 folders) 
  Palm Sunday, n.d. 
 Sermon Topics, n.d. 




 Service Men’s News of Bethany Reformed Church, March 1944-June 1945 
 Social Aspects of Education n.d. 
 Social Security Brochures, 1965-1970 
 Speaking Engagements, Rev. and Mrs. Tanis, 1938, 1955-1970 (11 folders) 
 Study on Browning and Tennyson, n.d. 
 Sunday School 
Conventions and Training Sessions, n.d., 1932-1960 
  Organization, n.d. 
 Surprising Amsterdam, by Arthur Frommer, 1965 
 Synod of Iowa, Youth Committee, Minutes, 1950, 1951 
 Tanis, Agnes, n.d., 1950-1965 (scattered) 
  Jennie, In Memoriam, 1944 
  Marilyn, Commissioning Service, 1955; Wedding Announcement, 1957 
  Paul, Oak Harbor, Washington, 1967-1969; Stout, Iowa, 1969 
  Ordination Service, June 2, 1953 
 Teacher’s Contract, 1918 
 The Ten Commandments, Part I and II, Heidelberg Catechism, Questions No. 92-115 
 The Testament of a Father, n.d. (newspaper article translated by E. H. Tanis) 
 Theology Course, n.d. 
 Thesis for the Degree of B. D., April and May 1925 
 To the Prayer Fellowship, November 14–December 13, 1960 
 A Tour Through Tulip Lanes, Pella, Iowa, 1953 
 Travel Information, n.d. 
 The Tulip Blurb, a Rotary Publication, edited by Ed and Edd, 1953, 1954 
 Tyndale’s Sacrifices to give Us the New Testament, n.d.  
 Wedding Announcement, E. H. Tanis and Agnes Peters, May 30, 1925 
  Reception Program, Edward and Cathy Van Dam, April 5, 1960 
 World Mission Institute, Evanston, Illinois, 1962-1965 
 Young People’s Bible Conference, Glen Lake, Michigan, August 10-14, 1936 
  Study Guide, n.d. 








 Photograph (See WTS Oversized) 
  Peters Union, 1936 (1 image) 
